THE  GREAT  CITIZEN  IN  ACTION
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Streets.
	Average Death-rate per 1000
	Average Death-rate per 1000


	for 1873-75.
	for ] 879-81.

Lower Priory
	62-5
	21-9

Hope Walk
	42-0
	24-9

Bailey Street
	97-0
	25-6

Balloon Street   .
	45-0
	(No populn.)

Potter Street
	44-0
	28-8

Russell Street    .
	55-0
	19-1

Princip Street    .
	46-0
	13-2

Aston Street
	40-0
	15-0

Tauter Street
	47-0
	22-0

Average
	53-2
	21-3

. 37-40.

Well may we say that to preserve and enhance life itself to
this degree far exceeds the virtue of making two blades of grass
grow where one grew before.
We come to a special trait of this practical organising idealist,
such as the world is always wanting and so seldom finds.
Did he do it in the ordinary facile manner by increasing the
amount of non-productive debt? On the contrary, this good
steward of a civic purse made municipal reform a means of
creating property. Nearly the whole of the buildings on the cen-
tral sites acquired under the Improvement Scheme were erected
under leases of seventy-five years' duration. Cautious councillors
feared that anything less than ninety-nine years would deter
leaseholders and endanger the finance of the scheme.
Chamberlain insisted that the shorter period was as practic-
able as advantageous. He had his way; he proved right again; the
town drove a rare bargain. Its properties were acquired for it at
prices below the original estimates. Leases for seventy-five years
instead of ninety-nine were readily taken up.
As they fall in, about twenty years hence, these properties will
become the absolute possession of the Corporation and will make
Birmingham, as he intended, one of the richest municipalities in
the kingdom. When this occurs his civic greatness, as remark-
able for long-sighted judgment as for immediate energy, will be
still better understood than now.
Much else happened during his term of office; and in years
afterwards as a result of his impulsion and suggestion. He initi-